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Good morning, 

Welcome to the 6th Annual Breakfast of Champions, presented by the African American Chamber of Commerce 
of Wisconsin (Chamber). We are excited that you have joined us for what promises to be a top-notch virtual event 
honoring outstanding Black business leaders in our community. 

Great and sustainable organizations align themselves with great partners. The Chamber is fortunate to have 
committed corporate and community partners that share in our vision. We remain appreciative of Advocate Aurora 
who has joined us in support as the Presenting Champion Sponsor for a 2nd consecutive year, we are beyond 
grateful for their continued support and advocacy.

2021 has been an unprecedented year of growth for AACCWI. We have moved our operation into the Chris Abele 
Legacy Co-Working & Innovation Space, located in the heart of the Bronzeville Neighborhood. We launched LEAD, 
a leadership experience intensive for new and emerging African American leaders that will shape the future of 
Wisconsin’s executive workforce. We continue to advance our RISE MKE Entrepreneurial Training Program, and 
we are excited to collaborate with Literacy Services of Wisconsin to provide RISE MKE alongside their high school 
equivalency diploma programming. Finally, membership has increased. Not with corporate membership, but with 
small emerging entrepreneurs.  

This year’s theme, The Time is Now, is symbolic of an unprecedented time in our global ecosystem. Quite frankly, 
now is still the time to pursue dreams, transform ideas into reality, and position ourselves at tables of change and 
empowerment.

While for now our programming will continue to be virtual, we hope that this will be the last virtual Breakfast of 
Champions and that we will get to see all of you, face to face, very soon. 

Enjoy the 2021 Breakfast of Champions!

Welcome
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Dr. Deborah N. Allen is an accomplished entrepreneur and forward-thinking business executive. 
Allen has over 30 years of experience driving business sales, increasing revenue, and cultivating 
talent to achieve organizational goals. Dr. Allen honed her skills in service quality, organizational 
process improvement and change management at a public utility company serving alongside 
C-suite executives to communicate and deliver process improvement initiatives. During the latter 
part of her career, she became an entrepreneur. As President and CEO of Nevada Corporation, DBA 
McDonald’s, Dr. Allen purchased ten McDonald’s franchise restaurants within eight years. In addition, 
she managed $15M in annual sales, negotiated large vendor contracts, developed strategic business 
plans, and led a workforce of over 700 employees.

As an experienced entrepreneur, Dr. Allen is committed to mentoring current and future 
entrepreneurs. Through her organization, The DNA Network, LLC, Allen coaches Black Business 
Owners and provides financial resources and advice to prospective Wisconsin entrepreneurs on the 
television show Project Pitch It. She values education, innovation and believes everyone can make 
a contribution to better our society. Dr. Allen is a sought-after motivational speaker to corporate 
and small business executives, women’s leadership groups, and educational and faith-based 
organizations.

Dr. Allen received a Bachelor Degree (BA) in Management and Communication from Concordia 
University in Mequon, WI; a Master of Business Administration (EMBA) from Marquette University 
in Milwaukee, WI; and a Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) from Capella University in 
Minneapolis, MN. Dr. Allen has served as an Adjunct Faculty member for the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and Cardinal Stritch University and a Co-Instructor at Marquette University.

Business Champion
DR. DEBORAH N. ALLEN
Preseident and CEO, DNA Network, LLC.



A Banner Vision (ABV) CEO, David Banner is an internationally recognized Grammy Award-winning 
music producer, recording artist, philanthropist, activist, and actor with over 26 films under 
his belt. The Mississippi native is an entrepreneur dedicated to preserving culture, economic 
empowerment and freedom of expression.

Clients including Pepsi, Gatorade, Paramount Pictures, Marvel, Capcom and Mercedes- Benz have 
trusted ABV to produce captivating, culturally relevant, insightful content that engages audiences 
and builds brands. With a team of creative intellectuals and music producers that regularly work 
with today’s top music superstars, A Banner Vision brings this same level of expertise to its brand 
clients.

Banner’s outspoken point-of-view inspires, informs, and galvanizes audiences as is demonstrated 
in his numerous CNN appearances, social engagement and the over 10,000 subscribers to The 
David Banner Podcast, which is currently in production. Launching this year, The David Banner 
Podcast features bold and unapologetic conversations that will make you laugh, push your 
thinking, liberate your mind and move you to disrupt the status quo.

Collectively, ABV strives to deliver avant-garde creative direction, sound strategic insight and 
business intelligence that connects brands to movements, movements to culture and culture to 
community. Banner’s commitment to community, love for humanity and passion for justice are 
embodied in his foundation, Heal the Hood Inc., which provides clothing and other necessities to 
families during the holidays.

Having earned a Business Degree from Southern University (Baton Rouge) prior to embarking on 
his career in entertainment, Banner encourages under-served youth and creative minds to pursue 
professions “behind the scenes”. He leverages his affluence and influence to help leave the world 
in a better place than he found it.

Keynote Speaker
DAVID BANNER
Philanthropist and Entrepreneur



Denise Thomas is the President and Owner of The Effective Communication Coach, LLC, a consultancy 
focused on transforming emerging and existing professionals into extraordinary leaders by mastering 
the art of effective communication.

With 19 years of experience within Fortune 500 companies, Denise has honed the ability to deliver 
and receive messages across language, cultural, and communication-style barriers. She has been 
recognized for excellence in leadership from companies including Toyota Motor Manufacturing Indiana, 
PepsiCo, General Electric, and MillerCoors. Denise continues her focus on empowering people by 
traveling and teaching effective communication to professionals worldwide including Egypt, China and 
Israel.

Denise has supplied her expertise to the National Black MBA Association, National Urban League, 
Thurgood Marshall Leadership Institute, and the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee. She 
currently consults for Kraft Heinz, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois, Northwestern Mutual and 
Manpower Group amongst others.

Denise was recently recognized with multiple awards by the Milwaukee Business Journal including 2019 
Woman of Influence and Top 100 Power Broker for 2018 & ’19. She also received Milwaukee Magazine’s 
2019 “Women of Distinction”, and BizStarts “Inspiring Entrepreneur”. The Milwaukee Times Newspaper 
recently recognized Denise for her “Excellence in Business” during their 35th Annual Black Excellence 
Awards.

Denise is a Lead Facilitator at St. Norbert College as part of the School of Business’s Center of 
Exceptional Leadership and also an Instructor for the Cardinal Stritch University Mission Fuel Leadership 
Program. She serves on numerous non-profit organization’s Board of Directors and Advisory Councils 
including Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin, United Way of Greater Milwaukee and Waukesha 
County’s Women United Leadership Council and Cardinal Stritch University College of Business 
Advisory Council. She is also a certified Hogan Assessment and CEL 360 Coach. Denise is a graduate of 
Cardinal Stritch University in Business Management and a proud member of The Links Incorporated – 
Milwaukee Chapter.

She is a proud mother of two future leaders, her daughter Dominique and son Daren.

Rising Star
DENISE THOMAS
The Effective Communication Coach



Raynetta “Ray” Hill currently serves as Executive Director for the Historic 
King Drive Business Improvement District No. 8 focusing on revitalization 
efforts within the commercial corridor while building high level engagement 
with residents, businesses and stakeholders to eliminate blight in urban 
neighborhoods. Previously Ray has held numerous leadership roles at 
CommonBond Communities, overseeing the Wisconsin fund development, 
property portfolio and wraparound services. In those various roles Ray 
continued to  advocate for stabilizing families in affordable housing while 
working to expand real estate acquisition and development portfolios. 
Active in the community Ms. Hill serves and is involved in a number of 
committees related to local community service such as REACH, Milwaukee 
Charter School Committee, Forward Community Investments and in 2019 
Ray was appointed by Governor Evers to serve on the Wisconsin Housing 
Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) where she serves on the 
member loan committee. 

Ms. Hill is a 2016 Associates in Commercial Real Estate Graduate, African 
American Leadership Program Cohort 10 alumni, Wisconsin Women’s policy 
Institute 2018-2019 fellow and is a graduate of Concordia University with a 
degree in Criminal Justice.

Young Pioneer

RAYNETTA “RAY” HILL



Nikki Purvis, Chairwoman
City of Milwaukee

Dr. Lia Knox, Vice Chair
Knox Behavioral Health Solutions

Deborah Allen, Immediate Past 
Chairwoman
DNA Network

Julian Berry, Director
U.S. Bank

Warren E. Buliox, Director
MWH Law Group, Partner

Dr. Damira Grady, Director
Milwaukee Area Technical College

Matt Pazaras, Director
Milwaukee Bucks

LaQuondra Shaw, Director
Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Tiffany Means, Treasurer
Allied Business Lending

Courtney Johnson Kennedy, Director
Chase

William Deck, Director
The Dohmen Foundation

Marjorie Rucker, Director
The Business Council, Inc.

Nicholas Treder, Director
Johnson Controls, Inc

Ranell Washington, Director
American Family Insurance

Ossie C. Kendrix, Jr.
President/CEO Ex-officio

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Thank You to Our Sponsors
FOR MAKING AACCWI’S

2021 BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS A HUGE SUCCESS.

Advocate Aurora Health

Brewers Community Foundation
Social Development Commission

WEC Energy Group

American Family
JP Morgan Chase

Froedtert
Gilbane

Graef
Milwaukee Bucks

Molson Coors
MMSD

Palermo Villa, Inc.
United Pacific

V100.7 iHeart Media
Visit Milwaukee
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G I V E  L I K E  A  P R O

H E A L T H E D U C A T I O N B A S I C  N E E D SR E C R E A T I O N

When Brewers players, coaches and fans support Brewers Community Foundation, they’re 
essentially supporting hundreds of worthy nonprofits in Milwaukee and throughout Wisconsin. 

We give to children. We give to families. We give to help our neighborhoods thrive.  
We give to support dreams. This is how we     #GIVELIKEAPRO





American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2021 20555 –12/7

Some products not available in every state.

We believe in using our resources to help 

remove � nancial barriers for Black and 

African Americans as they strive to 

pursue their dreams.

That’s why American Family Insurance is 

committed to building a more inclusive 

economy in Milwaukee. Through our 

investments in workforce development 

initiatives, we’re helping Black and African 

American small business owners and 

entrepreneurs succeed � nancially, 

expand and hire more people.

We will not stop until

we are all free to dream fearlessly.

Learn more at amfam.com

INVESTING 
IN ECONOMIC

EMPOWERMENT



No community is complete without successful small businesses  
and entrepreneurs.

At JPMorgan Chase, we are committed to helping Black and  
minority job creators across the country gain access to the credit  
they need to launch, grow and scale their businesses. 

Communities can prosper by supporting local businesses and  
creating opportunities for growth.

Congratulations to Dr. Deborah Allen on her well-deserved recognition 
and achievements as 2021 Business Champion.

Leaning in on 
Entrepreneurship 

jpmorganchase.com/impact
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Building meaningful  
business partnerships 
At We Energies, we believe that using diverse suppliers makes 
good business sense. Supplier diversity fosters competition, 
enhances job creation and generates additional purchasing 
power in the communities in which we do business. We are 
committed to building meaningful business partnerships 
with certified minority-, women-, service-disabled- and  
veteran-owned (M/W/SD/V) business enterprises. 

Learn more about our Supplier Diversity Initiative 
and how to become a certified M/W/SD/V at  
www.wecenergygroup.com/sdi.

200374-11



collaborate | formulate | innovate
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WE’RE BETTER BECAUSE 
WE WORK TOGETHER
We’re proud to be from the great city of Milwaukee because 
we get to employ the great people of Milwaukee.
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For more information on Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District's
Supplier Diversity, Business and Workforce Development Programs, visit

mmsd.com/procurement





Thousands 
of voices. 
One great 
story. 

FIND YOUR MILWAUKEE AT VISITMILWAUKEE.ORG/UNIQUEUNITES

Where
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